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MBA FEATURE 

10 Best Innovations r 

Are We Off tO a gOOd Start? B V R - Cunningham 

The 2 1st century is only three years old, and already a significant number of innow 
tions have popped up that could forever change our sport. MBA decided to shows 
the ten most promising ideas that were born in this new millennium. 
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The New Century 
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THE BRAIN SHOCK 

Mike McAndrews was working 
at Specialized when he came up 
with the idea that a weighted valve in the 
piggyback reservoir could eliminate pedal 




bobbing. Specialized asked Bob Fox, the 
founder and brain trust of Fox Racing 
Shox, if he could make Mike's dream into 
a functional reality. It took four years for 
Bob to develop the inertia-valve shock 
that Specialized aptly named the "Brain." 
Inside the Brain's piggyback chamber, a 
small, spring-loaded brass weight acts as a 
valve that prevents the shock from mov- 
ing until the rear tire rolls over a bump. 
Even the smallest bump will unseat the 
valve and activate the shock, but forces 
acting from the top down (pedal thrusts, 
for instance), cause the weighted valve to 
close. 

Fox's inertia-valve design permanently 
eliminates the need for the remote lock- 
out devices that were the must-have trin- 
kets of the 1990s. It sets a standard for 
stable-platform suspension that has yet to 
be equaled. That's the good news. The bad 
news is that Specialized holds the exclu- 
sive rights to the Brain shock's piggyback 
inertia valve, and they don't have any 
plans to make it available to anyone else. 
The Brain shock's impact on the future of 
the sport is thus limited to its influence 
upon other stable-platform suspension 
designers — competitors who will be 
forced to invent a system that will match 
or best its performance. 




Number one: Specialized and Fox Shox teamed 
up to produce the most powerful weapon 
against rear-suspension hob. The Brain 
Shock's Inertial valve sets a stable-platform 
standard that has yet to be matched. 




Number two: The salvation of the UST tube- 
less movement and the first product that 
made tubefess tires available to the common 
folk can bejiad for under thirty bucks. Stan's 
sealant easily earns the second spot. 

(STON'S NOTOBESSE^ 
^^^^isKkepScre t j n Jhej^Fg 
_Jfcfbss r co u n t ry a rid~ci own rTiirpits 
^ishidderY inside tufelfess tire^Thenube^ 
l^ss tirejevolution would , have been <a 
rlost caufe if an inquisitive' New 
State go-cart track operator had 
able to locate and purchase a set 




York 
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Mavic^UST^heels for his cross-country 
Tace b i ke^jTh e-f rus tratecTS tarTKoz flat e'k 
set"ouf^to devise a method to convert 
conventional rims'and tires into a tube- 
less system, which_we-now_knpw as 
" Stan's NoTubej sJlJlhe^major^ob.stacjl e 
^St^nJaced^was^sealing^thewpordusjiVe 
<s1Hewalj|Va hurdle he cleared with the 
help of a hobby shop clerk who suggest- 
ed a liquid latex product used for masks 
and freak . makeu p. 

Stan 's fancy fl uld earrTe^"secorKi~p la'ce 
because-it-was^he-missing link that the 
original UST tubeless system— -a-coliabo- 
ration-between-HutchinsonfMichelin and 
Mavic — needed to arrest its fall from 
grace. Though the UST system offered a 
number of radical improvements (its rim 
design assisted the sealing of the tire as it 
was installed and inflated, tires could be 
installed and inflated by hand, and they 
rolled faster and gripped harder than 
tube-type tires), the difficulty of repairing 
flats and the tendency for tubeless tires to 
seep air_ji[moslj^ 

tion.(Stan's sealing fluid saved the day. it\ 
should be boxed with every tubeless tire 
rsold. r — J 



FESTIVAL FEVER: WE (RASH THE SPORT'S BIGGEST PARTY! 
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A $600 CRAIMKSET THAT 
MAKES YOU A BETTER CLIMBER! 

ENERGY PILLS: OUR LAB 
TESTS WILL SHOCK YOU! 
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conversion? 

R.C.: For all-around trail riding, UST wheels 
and UST tires with Stan's sealer are best, 
because you get a greater level of puncture 
resistance with the UST tires. For racing, where 
weight is of paramount importance, use lighter- 
weight conventional wheels and tires converted 
with Stan's NoTubes system. For racing or trail 
riding, I prefer to use UST rims and then use 
Stan's sealant to convert conventional tires to 
tubeless, because if I do rupture a tire. I can 
change flats faster without the need to fuss with 
a rubber liner. 



Q. I'm looking to upgrade to disc brakes. 
Which are better hydraulic or mechanical 
disc brakes? 




Got a tough decision about buying a 
new ride? Can't figure out what is making 
that creaking noise when you pedal? Not 
sure if that new carbon fiber bar is the 
right choice tor a freerider Sike yourself? 
Come to the answer man, Mr. Richard 
"R.C." Cunningham. Surf your way to 
www.mbaction.com, hit the Ask R.C. link 
and type in your query. These are our 
favorite recently-posted Ask R.C. questions 
and answers! 



DON'T BLAME THE SHOCK 

Q. I've got a Norco VPS-3. and the stock 
Fox shock on it is starting to creak a little. I 
was thinking about buying a new shock this 
year, but I'm wondering what I should be i 
getting. I use my bike for everything, includ- 
ing XC racing, chairlift runs at Fernie, and 
all-day rides. I've been looking around for 
info on the Manitou Swinger, the Romic, and 
the 5th Element, but I think the 5th Element 
is a bit out of my price range. Have you got a 
reasonably priced favorite? 

B.C.: Shocks make lots of funny noises when 
they start to go, but creaks are not among 
them. Put your Norco on the stand and remove 
the shock. Cycle the suspension to check if the 
bearings are seized, and to find if the creak is 
coming from another source. There are perma- 
nently lubricated bushings inside the shock 
eyelets too. Pull the aluminum plugs out from 
either side of the eyelets and give the bushings 
a coat of lithium marine grease. If that doesn't 
solve the creak, search the frame and suspen- 
sion for tiny cracks. Romic (760-2HH-HH78) 
makes a reliable replacement shock that will 
perform perfectly for your all-purpose needs, 
because it features stable-platform compres- 
sion valving. 

STOP BRAKE NOISE 

Q. I bought a Specialized Epic Marathon. 
I got all the manuals except the English ver- 
sion for the Shimano XTR brakes. My back 



BIG BOY BIG HITTER 

Q. I'm 6'8" and weigh 240 pounds. I'm 
looking for a new frame for freeriding activi- 
ties. I'd like to run a burly fork as I'm sick of 
smaller forks bending or breaking under me. 
-I don 't ri H " h atd: it's ju st my size and 
weight that tend to do the damage. Can you 
suggest anything? 

R.C: Get a Rocky Mountain RM-7, a Santa 
Cruz Bullit, or check out the Titus SuperMoto. 
Titus makes custom sizes and the Super is a 
pretty fun bike for burly freeriding. 

RIMS AND DISCS 

Q. If I use a disc hub with a non-disc-spe- 
cific rim, will I be wrecking any part (spokes 
rim or hub) in the long run? I plan to use 
Mavic X618 rims on XT hubs with DT spokes 
R.C: Disc-specific rims have no rim braking 
track and are generally a little more rigid to har 
die the additional "hoop tension" forces gener 
ated by the spokes under braking. A conven- 
tional mountain bike rim will work fine. If you 
do build up your own disc brake wheels, avoic 
two-cross and radial lacing. Three-cross lacing 
will line up the spokes to better resist the hub 
torque when the brake is applied. 

BROOKLYN DOWNHILLERS 

Q. What's the deal with Brooklyn Machin 
Works bicycles? I'd like to get into downhill 
racing and I'm saving my pennies. Should I 
even be looking at these bikes or somethin 
else all together? 

R.C: If you race the near-vertical roots and 
rocks of popular East Coast venues, Brooklyn 
a good choice. The short-coupled rear end an 
pig-heavy chassis that Brooklyn produces is n 
very competitive elsewhere. 

Causing earthquakes: One rider sought out /i 
wisdom because he is sick and tired of beni 
ing forks and breaking frames. Who can Mat 
the gup? Richard gave him a short list that 
included the Santa Cruz Bullit. 




brakes are squealing terribly, and I want lo 
take the pads out and give them a light 
sanding. I cannot seem to find any manual 
online or help in this regard. Where should 
I turn? 

R.C: Dash off to your local motorcycle shop 
and buy a spray can of brake rotor cleaner. Pop 
your wheel off and use 220 grit abrasive cloth 
backed with a smooth block of wood to sand 
your rotor in small circular motions until the 
braking surface is dull throughout. Spread the 
pads apart with a clean flat screwdriver, then 
spray the pads clean inside the caliper (don't 
touch them). Next, spray the rotor clean. 
Reassemble the wheels and break in your rear 



brake on a steep, paved hill in a succession of 
hard stops. Most braking squeal is caused by 
light braking during the initial break-in period 
(typical XC use). 
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Want a straight answer to your nagging 
question about a bike upgrade, your riding 
technique or a maintenance issue? There is 
no better way to cut through the hype than 
to log onto wtuw.mbaction.com, click the Ask 




Cunningham) and type in your query, if your 
question is something that other riders 
would be interested in, you might see it 
printed here. 



VANILLA SKY 

Q- Are there any upgrades for my Fox 
Vanilla R shock? 

R.C: Fox Racing Shox has a shock rebuild 
program. For a price, they can revalve or 
respring it and update your Vanilla coil-over 
with a compression clicker. Call them at (800) 
369-7469. 

NO FREE FALLS 




used to sell for $1539, but I can get it for 
$1050. Is this a good buy, or should I save my 
money and keep looking? 

R.C: If it's the correct size, go for it. 



Q. I have a 2001 Trek Fuel 80 and I was 
looking to upgrade the fork. I am looking at 
the RockShox Duke U-turn. I race about 2-3 
races a year, but I also do some drops and 
dirt jumping. Any suggestions? 

R.C: As long as you are not into big-drop 
hucking, the RockShox Duke would be a good 
upgrade choice. 

THE RIGHT SIZE 

Q It's impossible to try a bike before 
buying it here in France. I want to buy a 
Specialized FSRxc, but how do 1 know what 
size is best for me? I weigh 1H5.5 pounds and 
I'm 5'3" tall. Also, what do you think of the 
Fox TALAS fork? 

R.C: If you ride technical singletrack and 
want a quick-steering bike, a smail frame would 
be fine. Buy the medium size and use a shorter 
stem if you need a more stable platform. The 
Fox TALAS fork is built on the same rigid plat- 
form as the coil-sprung Vanilla line. I have a 
small amount of time on the TALAS, and so far, I 
am sold on its big-hit, trail bike potential. 

THE RIGHT PRICE 

Q I am 14 years old and I am going to start 
cross-country racing. I found a brand new 




Super- size it: Isn't there anybody in France 
who can size a rider to a mountain bike? A 
French rider came ail the way to Valencia, 
California, to make sure he was getting the 
right size. Lucky for him, R.C. speaks some 
French. 

the bike to ride high in the rear, so it feels 
steeper. Another Epic negative is its low bottom 
bracket. Although the Epic's BB is l/H inch high- 
er than the FSR, it still wanks the cranks on rela- 
tively small rocks. I would love to get my hands 
on an Epic for a "two-year test ride." If I did, I'd 
switch the three-inch-stroke fork with a four- 
inch version, like a Marzocchi Marathon-S or a 
Fox Float RLC The upgrade would slacken the 
head angle, raise the bottom bracket and make 
me even happier. 

TIRED OF THE TIRES 

Q. I have a Giant NRS. It comes stock 
with Hutchinson Python UST Tubeless tires. 
They have been great, but they need 
replacing. I ride on hard packed trails here 



tively affordable version of their team downhill 
bike. Sell your AC and buy a real downhill rig. 
You will be happier for it. 

OVERRATED ADJUSTABILITY 

Q. I'm looking at upgrading to full suspen- 
sion. I like the idea of adjustable travel, yet 
I'm not sure how important it is. I ride sin- 
gletrack in Minnesota recreationally, yet I'd 
like to try racing a couple of times next year. 
I've been looking at the Trek Fuel 90, Fisher 
Sugar 3+, Specialized FSRxc and the 
Specialized Epic. Which would you recom- 
mend? Also, to disc or not to disc? 

R.C: Hands down, I'd go for the Epic, but it 
costs more than the Sugar, which is my second 
pick. Adjustable travel is highly overrated. You 
will find that the U-turn feature on the 
RockShox Psylo and Duke lineup is the best 
system for forks. The Fox TALAS shock is the 
only adjustable version I like, and it won't be 
available until 2003. Many frames have a multi- 
tude of shock positions that offer a wide range 
of travel. Unfortunately, the shock can't handle 
the leverage ratios at the extremes. One-inch 
travel adjustments are all you can expect, like 
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in North Texas, but there are some loose, 
powdery, and sandy sections as well. 
Should I stick with a new set of 
Hutchinsons, or consider others such as 
Maxxisor Michelins? 

R.C: Continental makes a UST version of the 
Explorer Pro knobby that is lighter and more 
aggressive than the Python. If you are adven- 
turous, try converting a pair of Specialized Roll- 
X tires to tubeless with the assistance of Stan's 
No-Tube sealer. You can get the Stan's No- 
Tubes by calling (607) 739-2301. 



EPIC RIDE 

Q. What do you think about the new 
Specialized Epic bicycle? What is good or 
bad about it? 

R.C: I love the Epic. It is definitely an XC ori- 
ented chassis, however, and that is its limitation. 
Its head angle is steeper than I like (71.5- 
degrees), and because the Brain shock causes 



BUYER'S GUIDE: CYCLING SHOES & HELMETS 

MOUNTAIN ^^^^^^^^^^M^^^^^^^^^^^WSS^SSX^S^^SI^^J^^Sisi^^f^^^^^^^t 




AODING TRAVEL 
Q Just got a 2002 Cove G spot. Is there a 
way of getting seven inches of rear wheel 
* travel out of it? 

R.C: You need to call Cove at (604) 929-1918. 
I believe they will advise you to leave the 
shock alone. 

USE IT — LOSE IT 

Q. I have a $200 Supercycle and want to 
know if buy ing a pair of RockShox Jetts for 
S300 would be a good upgrade for my bike? 
I am also looking into a new rear shock. 

R.C; Don't upgrade anything. Wear out the 
Supercycle and buy a better bike later.] 

EPIC RIDE GUIDE 
Q. I am looking for a bike that I would use 
for some very long rides on relatively rough 
terrain (like 350 miles in 3 days). I would 
like to spend around a grand, but am willing 
to go up a couple of hundred if I need to. Is 
it better to get a dual suspension that is 
around $1000, such as the Gary Fisher Sugar 
or the Trek Fuel, or is it better to buy a high- 
er-end hard tail? 

° R.C: Get the Sugar and laugh at anyone who 
is foolish enough to ride epics on a hardtail. 

NAME THAT TRAIL 
Q. Can you tell me a mountain bike trail in 
a foreign country? 

R.C: "For Women Only" on Grouse Moun- 
tain in North Vancouver. It's an intermediate- 
level singletrack that you can access via a dirt 
road. The stunts are a good introduction to the 
seriously scary stuff that average North Shore 
riders call singletrack. 





In the lead: When it comes to dual-suspension 
bikes in the $WQ0-$1500 range, the Fisher 
Sugar is one sweet choice for an all-round epic 
performer. If you are comparing it to a hardtail, 
the Fisher simply wheelies away. 



Hit the brakes: Riders with Manitou forks can 
experience the stopping power of Shimano XT 
disc brakes, but there is a trick. The XT's need 
a special bracket to find their rightful place on 
the fork. 

PUTTING ON THE BRAKES 
Q I want to install Shimano XT disc 
brakes on a Specialized FSR-XC Comp. Will 
it require special adapters or will the Shi- 
mano calipers bolt directly on the frame 
and Fox 80RL fork? 

R.C: I believe that the Specialized comes 
with a Manitou fork. If this is the case, you'll 
need an adapter for the fork. It has Hayes-type 
post mounts. The rear brake will bolt right on. 

GETTING STARTED 

Q. I've been wanting to get a mountain 
bike but really don't know much about 
them. I am 36 years old, 6'5" tall and weigh 
250 pounds. Wal-Mart is the closest store 
that sells mountain bikes. They have 26- 
inch, 21-speed bikes from $90 to $200. I 
went to get one and just didn't know what to 
buy. Could you recommend one of the Wal- 
Mart brands to buy? If you recommend one 
and it doesn't suit me, no hard feelings. I 
asked for it! 

R.C: Unfortunately, you are too tall to fit any 
bicycle that you will find in a big-box store. You 
need to find an independent bicycle shop. You 
should be able to buy a used bike from one of 
them. Bike shops have trouble moving tall 
frames, so you should be able to negotiate on 
the price. A bike shop will know how to size 
you properly. You're going to love mountain 
biking! 

THE RIGHT STUFF 

Q. I'm considering buying a Klein or Spe- 
cialized. The only problem is, I don't know 
what size bike I should get. I'm 5'8" tall and 
weigh about 157 pounds. Thanks for offer- 
ing such a great forum! 

R.C: You are the Mister Normal that all medi- 
um-sized frames are designed to fit. Buy a bike 
with a 23-inch top tube and be happy about 
your gene pool. 



GIANT DECISION 
Q. I'm considering a Giant NRS 1. What's 
your opinion of this bike? 

R.C: The Giant NRS system is designed to 
cancel out the suspension the instant that you 
put pressure on the pedals. This feature can- 
cels out rear suspension bob very effectively. 
NRS limits other aspects of suspension perfor- 
mance, but many Giant-loving cross-country 
riders wouldn't have it any other way. If you 
want a good handling bike with an outstand- 
ing parts selection, the Giant is a perfect 
choice. 

SO MANY GOOD BIKES 
Q. I am considering buying a 2002 Trek 
Fuel 90 with Hayes discs. Are there any 
other good bikes to look at in the Fuel 90's 
class? 

R.C: Every top brand has a winner at that 
price level. If you are searching for a tight and 
nimble trailbike that feels like a cross-country 
racer, buy the Trek. If you want a bike for 
aggressive trail riding, you should shop 
around for a longer-travel mount. 

GOING TUBELESS 

Q. What do you think about the new 
tubeless rims that Mavic introduced this 
year? Are they better than the Crossmax? 
Actually, I am still not sure whether I 
should plunge into the tubeless crowd or 
not. I ride mostly cross-country with my 
Specialized Stumpjumper FSRxc. 

R.C: I am still sold on tubeless, but if you go 
that route, you will be participating in a part of 
mountain biking that is still evolving. The 
Mavic UST rim you are talking about is worthy. 
UST is the best form of tubeless. If you go 
tubeless, dial up Stan's No-Tube (607-739- 
2301) and buy some of his sealant. It is light- 
weight and will seal the sidewalls of UST tires. 

TRAVEL AGENT 
Q. Can I get more travel out of my Santa 
Cruz Super 8 by putting on a different 
shock? 

R.C: Not really. In the case of the Super 8, 
and nearly every other suspension design, 
adding a longer shock usually alters the rate of 
the suspension. You will be better off tuning 
the spring and damping of your 8-inch sus- 
pension. If you wait for Progressive Suspen- 
sion to dial in the Fifth Element shock, that 
should be an incredible improvement. Ask 
Santa Cruz about it. They are participating in 
the development of the shock. □ 



Baffled by your Bomber? Mixed-up about 
Manitous? Researching those RST's? 
Stumped by a RockShox riddle? Get your 
fork queries (and any other mountain 
bike related questions) answered by visit- 
ing our site at www.mbactionxom, clicking 
on the Ask R.C link and typing in your 
question. Richard Cunningham (that's R.C.) 
will post an answer that others are unable 
(or afraid) to give. 
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Magic brew: NoTubes' Stan Kozfatek has made flatting fun. The NoTubes sealant not only converts any tire to tubeless, it also instantly seals 
punctures and small rips. Most pro riders are running the Stan's sealant. 



Flat Tires 

The idea here is that thicker tubes are 
more resistant to pinch and puncture flat- 
ting. MBA has tested all types of tubes, 
and has found no puncture or pinch-flat 
difference among lighter tubes. However, 
.when you get into the heavy duty range, a 
thorn proof tube is very puncture and 
pinch-flat resistant. The thicker tubes 
only cost a few dollars more. 

For the freeride and downhill crowd 
there are two tubes: 

1. Heavy duty 26x2.35/2.75— 1.2mm 
thick rubber; 380g. 

2. Downhill 26x2.4/2.75— 2.25mm 
thick rubber; 678g. 

Always run a tube that is sized for 
the tire. If you run a light, 1.5/1.75- 
inch tube in a 2.1-inch tire, the too- 
small tube will eventually develop a 
small slit along an extrusion line. Then 
you go flat. 

Also avoid using lightweight latex 
tubes, as they easily split down the 
side. 

NUMBER EIGHT: RUN AN INSERT 

By lining the inside of the tire under- 
neath the tread area with a protective 



strip, you can virtually eliminate the 
chance of puncturing. Some inserts can 
also reduce your chances of pinch flat- 
ting (depending on how the insert 
interfaces with the tire and how it 
affects sidewall compression). Plastic 
tire inserts run around $18 a pair and 
add 127 grams to each tire. If you're 
looking for the ultimate insert, Kenda's 
six layer Kevlar liner could stop a .44 
magnum bullet. Kno Flatsss [(614) 866- 
9803] sell for $39.99 and add 384 
grams to the weight of the tire. 
NUMBER NINE: 
BUY A TOUGHER TIRE 

This is really a case of buying the 
right tire for the job. Larger volume 
tires with aggressive tread are more flat 
resistant and should be used in rocky, 
thorn-filled terrain. 

There are a host of tires with heavier 
casing material, sidewall stiffeners and 
thicker tread rubber, but don't just rely 
on the manufacturer's claimed protec- 
tion. Go to the dealer and make sure 
you can feel the difference on the tire 
you're buying. Of course, a tire can 
weigh more because it has the tread 
and casing protection you want, or it 
can weigh more due to a wire bead and 



cheap construction material. On a qual- 
ity, heavy-duty tire, you will feel the 
extra tread rubber, sidewall stiffenei 
and cap ply when you flex the materi- 
al. 

pNUMBER TEN:^ 
^CO NVERT T O NOTUBES 

NoJthin^is^more-naFresistant than a 
NoTubes-tubeless-converted"tire"6r a 

^tubeless^tire~with NoTuSeT|sealant, 
("6q7')~7;39r230'l^NoTubes sealant is 
nothing like the v puncture sealan^ sold 
by;the-ot-her manufactuTersTrirglligs up 
to-V-4-inch-punctur^s" and _smalfjlits 
fasterWdlnore^permanently t'Kan^any 
other sealant on fhe 'market— The-cfom- 
plete^tubeless-conversion also weighs 
less than even the lightest tube sys- 
tem. Downhill and XC riders can buy a 
$57 conversion kit that will turn two 
standard wheels and eight tires to 
tubeless. Most XC guys will drop tire 
pressure at least 5 p.s.i. and as much 
as 25 p.s.i. with the NoTubes conver- 
sion. Downhill riders will often 
increase tire pressure 10 to 15 p.s.i. 
Since the tire gives better traction 
without the tu be, DH riders can ru n 
more pressure to guar d a g a i n_s t pjnoh 

r tlats-without"alpsODTacf ion . 



100 www.mbaction.com 



Built For Speed 

MBA's newest test sled 

There's no way for the wrecking crew to test every product made, but 
we try our best, lo keep our test r esults consiste nt and accurate, we 
added a number of Test Sleds to our bike fleet for the sole purpose 
of evaluating products. The results have been better than we expected. 

What is a Test Sled? Most MBA test bikes are returned to the bike com- 
panies 90 days after the moment we first get to click our cleats into their 
pedals. The Test Sleds, however, are kept for an extended period, some- 
times stretching up to two years. In the past, we've utilized cross-country, 
dual-slalom and downhill Test Sleds from Santa Cruz, Specialized, Foes and 
Giant. These Test Sleds have been an invaluable tool for evaluating the 
many products you see in Thumbnail Trash Tests every month and features 
like the product test extravaganza from our April 2003 issue. 

As the 2003 N0RBA NCS season is about to take off, we've built another 
Test Sled, this time designed for Mountaincross and dirt jumping. 
Throughout the year, be sure to have your eyes peeled, as this project bike 
will be making frequent appearances in the pages of MBA, donning the latest 
and greatest components. Come with us behind the scenes for an insider's 
look at how we built up our 2003 Intense Tazer. took for this little hot rod 
to make its debut at the Sea Otter Classic. IJ 



Stan's Notubes pre mixed 
tubeless tire sealant. 



Thomson 31.6 diameter by 
287mm long seatpost. 



Tioga Mufti Control 2, *Wcolas 
Vouilloz Edition" w/Ti-rails. 





WHAT'S UP AT MOOTS CYCLES? 

"We're still in Steamboat Springs, Colorado," says 
Jon C, "and we're corning up on our one-year 
anniversary at our new 1 5,000 square-foot building. 
It has two employee apartments and one guest 
apartment. Since we are in such an exclusive ski 
town, we need a place to keep our workers and vis- 
itors. There's a great show floor with all of our new 
models on display. Our numbers are up, and we 
have new employees. There are 1 4 of us working full 
time, we have two CNC machines and make every- 
thing in-house. 1 guess you can say that we're con- 
trolling ou'Hbwn fate as much as possible. It's a bad 
day when we don't get out to ride, and those who 
don't live here always commute by bike." 

WHAT'S UP AT MOUNTAIN CYCLE? 



Moot point: While 
some companies 
want to rule the 
world, Moots Cycles 
Is pumped to be 
Increasing sales 
and not missing any 
opportunities to 
ride. Located In 
Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado, the Moots 
crew Is close to 
many biking 






From Portland with 
love: Mountain Cycle's 
new Shockwave 
NlnePolntRve has 9.5 
Inches of travel 
and monocoque 
construction of the 
main frame and 
swingarm for mat 
legendary Mountain 
Cycle ride. A 
Progressive 
5th Element shock 
Is standard. 



"Thank you for giving us the opportunity to get this informa- 
tion into Mountain Bike Action)" says Sales Manager Rob Lind- 
berg. "Our big news really started late last year when we were 
able to form an outstanding relationship with Kinesis USA, the 
frame maker up here in Portland. The manufacturing equipment 
and company assets were moved up to Portland in late 2001. 
Robert Reisinger, the founder and now general manager of 
Mountain Cycle, and myself (sales and marketing) moved up 
here in January. We then hired our new engineer, Dylan Howes. 
Dylan was a lucky find and is a great addition to the Mountain 
Cycle team. He has obtained aerospace industry experience 
while working on satellites for Loral. His most recent bike indus- 
try experience was working for Bell Sports In Santa Cruz, Cali- 
fornia. And perhaps most importantly, he's a good rider and 
loves to ride mountain, BMX and road! He has really added a lot 
to the team here and is incredible with our CAD software, Solid- 
Works. We have also hired John Boelsems in our sales depart- 
ment. He has worked in many parts of the industry, including 
manufacturing, and brings years of mountain, road and BMX 
experience to the table. 



"The Mountain Cycle/Kinesis USA team is on the verge of.^ 
moving into a new home. We expect to be able to make the move*^ 
by InterBike and are very excited! The new building is approxi- * 
mately three times larger (34,000 square feet) than our current 3 
setup and is just across the river in north Portland. The new $ 
facility will have roughly three times the current office space and <A 
is much needed. More importantly, the increased production?! 
facilities will substantially Increase our ability to produce and|| 
keep high levels of stocked color framesets available and ulti-rf 
mately give us some of the shortest lead times in the industry for 
orders both small and large. 

"Now for the good stuff! A new addition to the Shockwave line -,j 
of frames, the Shockwave NinePointFive is our dedicated DH 
frame. It has 9.5 inches of travel and monocoque construction of 
the main frame and swingarm for the legendary Mountain Cycle - 
ride. Sealed cartridge bearings are used throughout, It's available i 
with optional dropouts, along with adjustable steerer stop for' * 
use with triple-clamp forks. The cantilever-beam design includes 
a shock stroke manipulating link to give a real progressive stroke 
for those big hits and drops. A Progressive 5th Element shock is 
stock. 

"Our new cross-country frame is strong, light, and gives four 
inches of sealed-bearing-smooth travel. We break off a bit from 
our monocoque heritage here and use a tubular frame. However, 
it does have monocoque wraps in the head tube and seat tube 
for strength and stiffness." 

WHAT'S UP AT NOTUBES? 

"So many racers and manufactures are calling me up, H 
exclaims Stan Koziatek, "I hardly have time to ride anymore. It's 
a miracle if I get to go out once a week. The entire Cannondale 
Team— Tinker Juarez, Christoph Sauser, and Kashi Leuchs— is 
running my aluminum rotors, Ti pedal spindles and Notubes tire 
sealant. Dave Wiens from RLX Polo just bought ten gallons of the 
sealant. He's running it on the team bikes, and Jimena Florit has 
won two Nationals so far this year with my sealant. World 
Champ Alison Dunlap is also using the Notubes sealant. She 
punctured at the Grouse Mountain World ,Cup. The sealant fixed 
the leak and she was still able to win." , 

Stan is also selling a lot of product. Inhere are a lot more elite, 
World Cup and NORBA National cross-country riders who are 
using the system than you would think, "Even if the riders are 
using UST rims (due to sponsorship agreements) they are run- 
ning lighter, standard tires and converting them to tubeless with 
my sealant," continues Stan. "Some of the Pros were running 
insanely-low, in the 20-psi-range, pressures. They then found ; I 
that the tires weren't staying seated well and holding air. I've 
developed a rim strip to use on UST rims that allows the rider to 
run low pressure without the chance of leaking air at the bead 
area of UST or converted tires. 
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